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​ In verse 4 we read:  
“And surely every man must repent or suffer, for I, God, am endless.”  
That is just what we all want to hear right? Don't we love being told to repent?  But this isn't all, 
He goes on in this revelation: 
“I revoke not the judgments which I shall pass, but woes shall go forth, weeping, 
wailing and gnashing of teeth, yea, to those who are found on my left hand. 
6 Nevertheless, it is not written that there shall be no end to this torment, but it is 
written endless torment.” 
 
Isn't that exciting. It reminds me about something I saw the other day.  I was driving to work and 
as I was getting off the freeway, I noticed that someone had put up a large sign, they attached it 
to the stop sign pole and it said: We are all sinners, and must repent! Cured are those that do no 
repent, for they shall receive damnation to their souls.  
 
I was sitting there at the light, staring at this sign and I thought, yea, that's true but who are they 
helping by posting that sign. Is anyone driving by going; Oh, my goodness I didn't realize this, I 
must find a church right now and repent.  
 
Don't get me wrong; when God says this I think it holds some merit. I mean He is God, and He 
is perfect and He is the almighty judge. But, when it comes from another sinful mortal it comes 
across very judgy and prideful. Most of the time it has the opposite effect of what we were 
searching for. See, as Christians we tend to have an aura about us that comes off as holier than 
thou. There are some in the Christian world that believe that telling others about their sins and 
insisting they repent of them somehow makes them feel better about themselves. It makes them 
feel powerful and God-like. Now, before you go telling me off in your head and try to justify your 
beliefs, please hang with me for a few more moments.  
 
Most Christians believe in the commandments of God. It's kind of what makes you a Christian. 
But did you know that most Christians break more of the commandments than non-Christians? 
In particular one specific commandment. Before I tell you which one, please dont shut me out 
when I tell you.  What I mean is, please don't jump to any conclusions without hearing me out. 
The commandment that I am referring to is “Thou shalt not take the Lord’s name in vain.” 
 
I know, most of you think that this is one of the easiest commandments to keep because you 
would never swear or use God’s name in any inappropriate capacity. Well, what if this doesn't 
mean what we think it means.  
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See, in Hebrew the word take actually means to lift, to bear, or to carry. So what I believe this is 
referring to is when we took upon us the name of Christ through baptism, through the 
sacramental covenants and through all the other covenants that we have made with God, we 
told God that we would carry His name with us always. We as Christians are seeking to take 
upon us His identity.  
 
Nephi taught: 
“13 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, I know that if ye shall follow the Son, with full 
purpose of heart, acting no hypocrisy and no deception before God, but with real 
intent, repenting of your sins, witnessing unto the Father that ye are willing to take 
upon you the name of Christ, by baptism—yea, by following your Lord and your 
Savior down into the water, according to his word, behold, then shall ye receive the 
Holy Ghost; yea, then cometh the baptism of fire and of the Holy Ghost; and then can 
ye speak with the tongue of angels, and shout praises unto the Holy One of Israel. 
And then this part right here: 
17 Wherefore, do the things which I have told you I have seen that your Lord and 
your Redeemer should do” (2 Nephi 31:13-17) 
 
His identity, the identity of Jesus Chirst becomes our identity. This is what it means to take upon 
us the name of Christ. And when we do so we are carrying and lifting and bearing His name. 
And anything that we choose to do outside the scope of His will is to take His name is vain.  
 
Let me give you some examples:   
-A priesthood holder decides to take advantage of his neighbors by being dishonest and causes 
material and financial harm to them. Would you say that is taking the name of God in vain? 
-A woman decides to spread some gossip about another sister in the ward. Do you think this is 
a form of taking the name of God in vain? 
-A young couple is wavering in their beliefs and trying to find the answers to settle the 
uneasiness that they are feeling, so they go to their bishop and he tells them that they must be 
sinning if they are questioning their faith. Does that sound like something Jesus has ever or 
would ever say to one of his lambs seeking to know the truth?  
 
And the list goes on and on and on. To be a true Christian is to act as Jesus would act. Say 
what Jesus would say and love as Jesus would love. And when we forget this roll…well, then I 
guess we are breaking the commandment to not take the Lord's name in vain. Now, do you see 
why I say that we are more guilty of this offense then all of the rest of the world combined?  It is 
because we are the ones that bear His name. We are His hands.  
 
So what does this all mean? Well,  I am so glad you asked.  
 



I think it starts with a good mindset. What we believe determines what we think, and how we 
think determines how we act. If we start with proper beliefs and we can translate that into 
righteous thoughts then how we act is a natural by-product.  
 
If you haven't already please listen to or read President Holland's talk called “the Grandeur of 
God”. Also, not church supported but very enlightening, the 3 seasons of “The Chosen”.  
 
I find that the more we come to understand as clearly as possible the character of God, the 
more we can begin to mirror His character in our own lives. Or at least to start identifying the 
difference we have in our natural instincts and the character of God.  
 
In the book called “how to lead when you’re not in charge” by Clay Scroggins he shares this 
principle, he said: 
Our relationship with each other is important, before we approach a difficult conversation or 
situation we must first consider the dynamics of the relationship; do you get the sense they like 
you? Do you feel they respect you? Do they trust you? And on the other side of the equation 
you can ask the same questions, including; Do they feel like you care about them? And the 
most important question to think through; Do you love them?  You don't necessarily need to like 
them or want to hang out with them on the weekends, but can you find it in your heart to feel 
God’s love for this person.  
 
He then goes on to illustrate how Philipians 2:3-4 shows us how to love someone well, it reads 
like this: 
“3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each 
esteem others better than themselves. 
4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others. 
5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 
6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 
7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and 
was made in the likeness of men: 
8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross.” 
 
He then explains what this means, he says: Jesus had every right to demand that everyone 
cater to His interests. But, He didn't do that.  He had every right to take advantage of others for 
His sake, but He refused. He was and is valued above others, but He treated others as if they 
were more important. Instead of elevating Himself, He poured Himself out on behalf of others. 
He did what was best for others even when it cost Him something, ultimately His life. Paul is 
saying that when you're not sure if you can love someone more than yourself, look to Jesus. 
Follow His lead, take your cues from Him. In every relationship make sure the other person is 
convinced of these simple truths; I am not in this relationship for me, I am in this for you. That is 
love.  
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–“how to lead when you're not in charge” by Clay Scroggins.  Chapter 9 
 
What a shift in our mind set if every relationship in our lives is viewed through this lens of 
selflessness and concern for others. This just might be what Jesus meant when he said:  Come, 
follow Me.  
 
In the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.  


