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If you have ever served a mission | am sure you have come across those that believed
that any Baptism was a good baptism. This was a very common objection as the church began
in 1830. Which sparked the revelation received that we read in Section 22:

“1 Behold, I say unto you that all old covenants have I caused to be done away in this
thing; and this is a new and an everlasting covenant, even that which was from the
beginning.

2 Wherefore, although a man should be baptized an hundred times it availeth him
nothing, for you cannot enter in at the strait gate by the law of Moses, neither by your
dead works.

3 For it is because of your dead works that I have caused this last covenant and this
church to be built up unto me, even as in days of old.

4 Wherefore, enter ye in at the gate, as I have commanded, and seek not to counsel
your God. Amen.”

That revelation is pretty insightful for those that are questioning if baptism in another church is
the same as that received by the authority of God in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints. But, what if it has more meaning than that? What if there was more to this revelation
than meets the eye.

I'd like to pose a question to you that | hope you will pause and truly consider, not just about
others but also about yourself:

Is it possible to be a Mormon, or a member of the church or even a Christian, and NOT be a
follower of Jesus Christ?

This may seem like a strange question. Why would anyone join the church or proclaim to be a
Christian and not follow Jesus. Well, | heard an interesting perspective the other day:

Back in the old testament times they were told an eye for an eye, and tooth for a tooth. But
when Jesus comes on the scene He teaches something totally opposite. He said “turn the other
cheek”. This sounds ludacris. Why would you turn your head and let someone smack your other
cheek after you had just been hit on one side of your face? This guy | heard said that to turn the
other cheek means that when you are struck on the cheek your face gets hot and red and
irritated. He suggested that by turning the cheek you are taking that anger, that pain and hiding
it from your offender. Not that you are turning the cheek in order to get hit again but putting away
the way you are feeling in order to calm the situation.
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In the book Mystic Jesus by Marianne Williamson she says this: The Mystic Jesus is someone
whose mind was purified of any thoughts of separation or illusion. And He has been authorized
by God to help the rest of us achieve that state if we so ask. In no moment does He surcome
the lure of the Ego. And with His help we can learn to not succumb to it either.

He is called Jesus the Christ because He lived in a world of illusion yet remembered a higher
truth. He perceived this world yet saw beyond it. He lived outwardly on the material plain, yet
inwardly on the spiritual. In Him the two became one. Since all minds are joined, the spiritual
achievement of anyone becomes available to all. In remembering the Mystic Jesus, we
remember who we are, and who others are in relation to us. In calling on Him we invoke our true
selves. The memory of which saves us from the misguided thinking that otherwise torments us.
All false beliefs emerge from the misconception that we are separate. The thought that we are
separate is like a shadow before the sun. keeping us in emotional darkness. We think we are
worse than others, or we think we are better than others. We think they are judging us, or we
are judging them. We attack and defend in a chronic self perpetuating loop. We live in a
constant hell of believing we are separate from those of whom we can not be separate. We long
for love. We long for the feeling of that primordial oneness. Yet we constantly think and behave
in ways that make the separation seem real. Guilt is the ego's most powerful tool. And the pain it
causes us is its peak experience. Jesus is like a rope that will lift us from a bottomless well of
anxiety. An escape from the hell of our own self hatred. In teaching us to forgive each other He
shows us how to love ourselves.

Do unto others as you would have others do unto you. Because what you are doing to others
you are actually doing to yourself. The golden rule is golden for that reason. What | think about
or do to you | am thinking about or doing to myself. In a realm beyond what our physical senses
perceive there is no place where you stop and | start. In judging you; | am judging myself. In
attacking you | am attaching myself. Whatever | give to you | am giving to myself.

(From the book “They Mystic Jesus: The Mind of Love, by Marianne Williamson, Chapter 9)

What a mind expanding thought. This idea brings new light to the verse we read so often of God
and Jesus asking us to be one with them. In order for that to actually happen we must first be
one with everyone around us. This oneness invites the Holy Spirit into our lives and gives us
miraculous experiences.

This of course is easier said than done. And could be a lifetime journey to figure it out. If you
have a desire to take this journey you must know that it all starts with the way we think. Our
minds, our thoughts will perpetuate or cripple us as we strive to become one with Christ.

I would like to share an experience | recently had. | wish | could say that this was a good
example of being one with Jesus but as you will see it was quite the opposite:

My whole life | have been keenly observant. | notice small, slight things that most others
overlook. Like a faint micro expression on someone's face or pattern of behavior. | don't know if
it is a blessing or a curse.



We were sitting in church the other day and sitting to my right on the other side of my wife were
my two beautiful teenage daughters. As usual this family comes in late and sits right in front of
us right near the front row. In previous weeks | had noticed this man's tendency to look back at
other people in the congregation instead of forward at the speaker. And this guy, who is maybe
in his late 40s keeps staring in the direction of my daughters. And I'm talking more than just a
casual glance a few times. It was several seconds 7 or 8 times. My blood was starting to boil.
What the heck is up with this guy? And why is his wife not noticing this happening. | decided to
make sure it wasn't just in my head and so after the sacrament was passed as the deacons
were sitting down | put my daughters on the other side of me, directly behind him and put my
boys on the other side. And as | suspected he stopped looking back.

| think that most people would probably not say anything or just try and keep their distance from
someone like this. Well, not me. | was determined to confront him as soon as the sacrament
meeting was over. But before the closing song he got up and left. So, instead | leaned forward
to his wife and said very politely; Excuse me, would you please ask your husband to stop
staring at my daughters, it is making them very uncomfortable. She was seemingly a little
shocked and apologized. You'd think that would be the end of it. | wish | could say it was. But,
as i'm sitting in my next class this guy starts texting me, saying how he wanted to talk to me and
how it was totally uncalled for that | would say something like that to his wife. | figured | would let
him steem a little and after church was over | walked right up to him. He was sitting on the
couch in the foyer. He asked if we could go somewhere quiet to talk and | said, Nope, I'm good
right here. Now, he and his wife were very angry at me that | would say something like that. |
explained what | saw and how after | moved them he stopped looking back. | received no
apology or explanation from him. He was just very mad that | would say something like that to
his wife and that his kids now are very upset that someone would talk about their dad like that. |
was like dude | don't care what demons you are battling with just stop staring at my daughters.
What is funny to me is that nearly the entire ward heard what was going on because we were
not quiet and it was right in the middle of the foyer. He tried to shake my hand and asked if we
were square to which | pridefully rejected touching him at all and responded; nope, I'm good,
then walked off.

As | walked away from them a crowd had now gathered and | loudly proclaimed: There are so
many dirt bags in this ward.

| did feel good about myself, as | do sometimes believe | am a vigilante or at least someone that
will always defend and protect the innocent.

That is at least until | started listening to the book Mystic Jesus and | came across the part |
read earlier. The Spirit whispered softly to me; He is my son also. Yea, | know. And | preach all
the time that we all have our own demons and challenges we face and no sin is greater than
another no matter how serious it may seem to us it is all the same to God.

Needless to say | battled with this one for a while. | don't feel like | did anything wrong but | did
feel bad about the pride | felt as | exposed someone else's inner struggle. | must say that If the



Spirit would have told me not to say anything then | would have refrained, but it didn't so | felt
what | did needed to happen. But | also felt that | needed to tell him that | didn't hate him and to
apologize at least for my role in embarrassing him. So | did, | sent him a short text. To which |
got this long reply about how he was excited to get to know my family, | know, still creepy.
Sorry bud, but that is not going to happen.

All of this is just to say. | know it's hard. It is hard to forgive, it's hard to turn the other cheek, It is
hard to ignore injustice or wrong doing. And it is hard to follow the Spirit sometimes. But, | hope
that this at least stirred some hope in your soul. | hope that it got you thinking about letting go of
old grievances that have gripped your soul for so long. Protect yourself and your families for
sure, but for your own sake, get rid of the hate that you have held onto for so long, and forgive.
Forgive others and yourself. And try with all you have to be one with Jesus. Let your baptism
mean something to you and others. And let your light so shine that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

In the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.



