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Doctrine and Covenants 49-50

A fascinating thing happened to me this week. I'm sure this happened to you at some
point in your life. | was studying these 2 sections when a verse popped out that | have read
several times but never really saw. It is in section 50 verse 31, it reads:

“31 Wherefore, it shall come to pass, that if you behold a spirit manifested that you
cannot understand, and you receive not that spirit, ye shall ask of the Father in the
name of Jesus; and if he give not unto you that spirit, then you may know that it is not
of God.”

What do you suppose that means? If you behold a spirit manifest that you cannot understand.
First off, how are we to behold a spirit? And if we do not have that spirit we are to ask the Father
in the name of Jesus that we can have that spirit. And if he doesn't give it unto us then it is not
of God. There is a whole lot to unpack here.

It does go on to say in the next few verses that:

“32 And it shall be given unto you, power over that spirit; and you shall proclaim
against that spirit with a loud voice that it is not of God—

33 Not with railing accusation, that ye be not overcome, neither with boasting nor
rejoicing, lest you be seized therewith.

34 He that receiveth of God, let him account it of God; and let him rejoice that he is
accounted of God worthy to receive.”

The explanation is pretty clear what we are to observe, then what we are to do. The big
question that | have for you is: Why are we not doing it. Why are we not walking around
recognizing spirits and discerning if they are from God or not?

Well, | have two theories; The first is that we are so disconnected from God that this doesn't
even cross our minds. We are busy on social media, or work, or worried about our life and future
that we become blinded to the work that God is doing in our lives and missing the opportunities
He is placing before us every day. Think about this for a second. God is speaking to us
constantly in our daily lives, but we completely ignore Him as we go throughout our day, then at
night we kneel down for a brief moment and ask Him for all the things we think we need and
then go to sleep. We wake up and pray, thanking God for a good night's sleep. Remember, all
the things | asked you for, then we turn off the communication until we pray again that night.
Then we wonder why God doesn't grant our every wish. Frustrating isn't it?

Then when we don't get what we want, and without even knowing the Devil plants doubt in our
minds and we pull even farther away from God.
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| recently started following Amber Pearce. I'll leave a link to her video in the transcript on our
website. She makes a fascinating point about doubt and how it creeps in. She said she was
recently reading some church history material when she started feeling some doubts creep in.
Then she remembered the Doctrine of Korihor. She quickly opened to the Alma 30 and read
about how the devil uses doubt to infiltrate our minds. It will alway help to recognize the source
of your doubts as they happen. She asked if any of these thoughts sound familiar to you. This
is what Korihor said to the people:

Deception 1- The gospel is a burden and requires too much of you. What if you are giving your
life to something that isn't even true?

Deception 2- What you thought was the Spirit was just your feelings confirming what you want
to believe.

Deception 3- The only valid truth is what you can see and hear with your natural eyes and ears.

Deception 4- The only reason you believe in the gospel is because it was what your parents
taught you, you just didn't know any better.

Deception 5- There is no such thing as prophecy or prophets, and no way to know if what
they’re saying is true.

Deception 6- Your church leaders just want power and authority over you, they control you by
making you think you need saving ordinances.

Deception 7- Church leaders are keeping you in ignorance so they can get and misuse your
money.

Deception 8- If you believe in the gospel you're delusional, you don't need the gospel to prosper,
you are strong enough on your own.

Satan is still using his same approach that he has used since the beginning of time. She
concludes with this profound statement:

“I can not and will not explain away or deny what has been witnessed to me by a loving
Heavenly Father many times, and in many ways. | will not mock God and seek an opposite
confirmation to what has already been testified to me by the Holy Spirit as truth. No earthly man
gave you your testimony so why would you ever allow any earthly man to take that away from
you.

https://www.facebook.com/share/r/15pGv3BiGw/

She does a wonderful job of explaining that. And if this is happening in your life, which if we are
truly being honest with ourselves most, if not all of us, are under attack with these tactics. how
are we going to face them?


https://www.facebook.com/share/r/15pGv3BiGw/

Well, | think the first step is to master the art of mighty prayer. Prayer is a critical part of our
relationship with God. And Can | just add for the record here. That most of our prayers barely
reach the ceiling. As members of the church we have gotten so used to a formal way of praying
that we have, most of us lost the power, flexibility and earnestness that should accompany
mighty prayer. And we can learn a lot from our other Christian friends about how or what we
should be praying. A great example of this is the amazing Christian writer John Eldridge. He is
the same author who wrote “Beautiful outlaw”. His most recent book is titled “Experience Jesus,
really.” | love this book because he teaches how to truly connect to God in prayer. He even gives
his words that he uses to pray. He doesn't suggest that we follow his written prayers word for
word but give us a good outline and ideas on how to pray and more importantly what we should
feel as we pray. He explains that most of us have not been tutored in prayer or taught how to
lean on might prayer. I'll share with you his morning prayer and | hope you will be able to feel
the difference is our “traditional morning prayer” and his more robust heartfelt, powerful prayers,
It goes like this:

“My Dear Lord Jesus- | come to you now to be restored in you, renewed in you, and to receive
your Glory, love and kingdom, I love you , Jesus, | love you , Lord. | take refuge in you . And |
give myself to you completely—Heart and soul, mind and strength, body temple, spirit. | cleanse
myself with your Blood—heart and soul, mind and strength, body temple, spirit. | ask you Holy
Spirit to restore me in you, restore our union, and fill this time of prayer. Restore our union, lord.

Desert God, Holy and victorious Creator, you alone are worthy of all my love, my trust, and my
devotion, and | give myself to you. You alone are life, and you have become my life. | renounced
the Self-life this morning, and | give to you God the place in my heart and soul, mind and
strength, the place you truly deserve. Be first in everything, | ask your forgiveness for my every
sin.. Search me, know me, and reveal where you are working, Lord. Grant to me your healing,
deliverance, holiness, and a deep, true repentance.

Heavenly Father, thank you for loving me and choosing me before you made the world. You are
my true father. | love you, | worship you, and | give myself to you to be one with you as Jesus is
one with you, Father - Thank you for proving your love in Jesus Christ. | receive him and all his
work you provided for me. Thank you for redeeming me in Christ, for re-creating me in Him.
Thank you for imparting your righteousness to me in Christ, for reinstating me in Christ at your
right hand. | receive it all with thanks and give it total claim to my life.

Jesus, thank you for coming to ransom, restore, re-create and reinstate me. | love you, Lord. |
worship you. | received again this morning all the work and triumph in the Cross. | take my place
in the Cross today, dying with you to sin and the Self-Life, to Satan and to the world and its
corrections. | bring the Cross, Blood and the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus over my life today, over
my home and household. | cleanse myself with the Blood of Christ.

And Jesus, | also sincerely receive you as my life. You are my life. | am saved by your life. |
reign in life through your life. | receive all the triumph in your resurrection, and | take my place in
your resurrection this morning. | enter your life, Jesus, and | receive your faith, hope and love. |



receive your wisdom, power , and strength. And | bring the resurrection and the River of Life
over, around, and throughout my life today, my family, and my household.

Jesus, | also receive all the work and triumph in your authority, ascension, and the throne. All
authority in the heavens and on the earth has been given to you, Jesus. You are the integrating
Center of all things. And | have been raised with you in the authority. So | take my place in your
authority and the ascension now, and | bring all of my home, family and household under your
rule and into your Kingdom. | command the fullness of your Glory, Love, and Kingdom
throughout my kingdom and domain this day.

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, | now command the Cross, Resurrection, and Ascension
of Jesus Christ against the forces of darkness attacking me and my household this day - all foul
spirits, foul powers devices and technologies, and all forms of black arts, Fire and Glory to
destroy our enemies in the name of the lord Jesus Christ. The breath and the Glory of Almighty
God to sweep our enemies away before us. | ask the heavenly host to carry out these orders
now and to rebuild the canopy of protection around my home. To guard and protect us day and
night, your fire round us, Father and your Glory within.

Holy Spirit, | love you. | need you, | worship you, | name you Lord in everything I've named in
my prayers this morning. Come and reign, come and rule, come and fill, Holy Spirit. | sanctify to
you today the very fullness of my heart and soul, mind and strength, body temple, Spirit. Fill me
afresh, Sanctify me through and through Restore my union with Father and Jesus. Lead me in
the truth today. Empower me in all things.

And finally Lord Jesus, | put on the full combat gear of war, the full armor of God. | command the
very fullness of your Glory, Love and kingdom throughout my kingdom and domain. Cloak me as
| go forth today; hide me deep in Christ. | take refuge in you Lord. All of this | pray in the name
and authority of the Lord Jesus Christ, with all love and praise to you Lord, Amen.”

From the book; Experience Jesus, Really. By John Eldredge, Chapter 16 pages 194-197.



