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Doctrine and Covenants 58-59

There's some really cool verses inside these sections, particularly three of them that are very
insightful and informative in Doctrine and Covenants. Section 58 verse 26 through 28 reads,

“For, behold, it is not meat that | should command in all things, for he that is compelled in all
things the same is a slothful and not a wise servant, Wherefore he receiveth no reward. Verily, |
say, men should be anxiously engaged in a good cause and do many things of their own free
will and bring to pass much righteousness, for the power is in him wherein they are agents unto
themselves, and in as much as they do good, they shall, in no wise, lose their reward.”

| love these verses because this is what real life is really like. | think sometimes we get confused
by other scriptures which say, ask about everything, pray about everything, which we should but
do we expect to receive an answer from Heavenly Father on everything?

In 2019 Brad Wilcox gave a talk at a women's conference. Now, this talk is not documented
anywhere, because it wasn't recorded. He just happened to send us his notes from this
wonderful talk that he gave. Brad Wilcox is a master at analogies. Listen to what he says:

If | blow up a balloon, but do not tie a knot. The air just slips away. That's how the spirit flows in
and out of people's lives. Hindus fill the spirit. Catholics fill the spirit. People who don't even
consider themselves religious feel the spirit, but it goes in and out of their lives. We have a knot
at the end of our balloon. That's the gift of the Holy Ghost that allows us to keep that spirit with
us always. The good news is that most members of the Church receive that gift at age eight.
The bad news is that most members of the Church receive that gift at age eight. We're so used
to it. But, sometimes we do not recognize it. | meet young people at EFY who say, I've never felt
the spirit, | respond. Have you been to church and to seminary? Have you done baptisms for the
dead in the temple? Have you gone to youth conferences and EFY, and you've never felt the
Spirit? They say, That's right, I've never felt the spirit. Borrowing an analogy used by brother
Stephen R Covey, | then say, Oh, you are just a big fish swimming around in the water, saying,
water? What water? | don't see any water. When does a fish notice the water when he is out of
it?

Sadly, that is what happens to many Latter Day Saints. We end up doing something stupid,
distancing ourselves from the spirit and then recognizing we really had been feeling it all along.
When young people say, I've never felt the Spirit, they usually mean they have not felt a
dramatic manifestation of the Spirit. We sing, a spirit of God like a fire is burning. | have felt that
fire, but | don't feel it every day. | don't even think that would be desirable. Imagine your alarm
going off in the morning and feeling the spirit like a fire. Imagine taking a shower and trying to
eat breakfast while a spirit burned like a fire. How would we get anything done? It is a blessing
we don't always feel the Spirit like a fire. Perhaps we should sing the Spirit of God like a furnace
is working. | don't think they're going to change the words to the song, but it may be a more



accurate description of the spirit. None of us has ever stopped when we walk into a home and
say the furnace is working. No, we notice that furnace when it's not working, then we don't say,
Well, | guess | better just get used to it and. At that point, we call someone and we get it fixed
because we want to fill, (catch the word) comfortable again. Often the Spirit helps us feel
comfortable and we get on with our lives. Whether the spirit is a fire or a furnace, we must
recognize that we are feeling it because we have the gift of the Holy Ghost.

My daughter asked me to give a talk on the Holy Ghost at my grandson's baptism a few weeks
ago, he is autistic and struggles to understand and communicate. | knew my talk could not be
longer than 20 seconds. | also knew our little boy loves the repetition and rhymes he finds in Dr
Seuss books. So here is my talk.

“The Spirit helps us know what is true. The Spirit comforts when we are blue. The Spirit tells us
what to do. The Spirit helps us become new.”

It's really that simple, we tend to over complicate it. In the Doctrine and Covenants, we learn
that the spirit communicates through our thoughts and feelings. So we are forever wondering if
our thoughts and feelings are our own or of the spirit. One thing that has always helped me
determine the difference is not the force of the thoughts or the feelings. Since we all know our
thoughts and emotions can be powerful. For me, it's consistency. In the Book of Mormon, we
read about how people gather at the temple after the destruction that happened at Christ's
death, while they were standing there, conversing about all they had experienced, they heard a
voice. We read.

“They heard a voice as if it came out of heaven, and they cast their eyes roundabout, for they
understood not the voice which they heard. And it was not a harsh voice, neither was it a loud
voice, nevertheless, and notwithstanding it being a small voice, it did pierce them that did hear
to the center.”

Surely someone must have thought, did | really hear a voice, or was that my mind playing tricks
on me?

Verse four, “And it came to pass that again they heard a voice.” Maybe the same person was
saying, is that from God, or is that just me?

“And again a third time they did hear the voice.”

It came multiple times.

Once | was getting on a plane in Salt Lake City, when | thought, what if the plane were to go
down? Then | panicked, was God giving me a prompting not to board the plane? | thought, If
God gave me this prompting and | get on this plane and it goes down, then I'm going to be really
mad that | didn't follow that prompting. The poor gate attendant wanted to take my boarding
pass, and | was literally having a tug of war with her. Finally, | thought, Oh, for Pete's sake,

Brad, if God did not want you to get on this plane. He had six months to tell you that he is not
going to wait till the last minute and surprise you. | gave the woman my pass, boarded the plane
and lived to tell about it.

As we strive to sort out spiritual communications from our thoughts and feelings, let us listen for
and help our loved ones listen for the still, small voice that comes back. But what about times
when we don't get any promptings at all, some might wonder.



As President Russell M Nelson said; “Does God really want to speak to you? Yes. Similarly,
Joseph Smith said, as well might man stretch forth his puny arm to stop the Missouri River in its
decreed course, as to hinder the almighty from pouring down knowledge from heaven upon the
heads of Latter Day Saints.”

But some may ask if God's so eager to talk to us, why do we feel like he is often silent? Turning
again to the Doctrine and Covenants, we learn that we are to study things out in our minds and
then ask God if the decision we made is right. To me, it seems like a traffic light. We get a
burning in our bosom, if it is right, a green light, a stupor of thought, if it is wrong, a red light with
such clear directions, the only way we can mess things up is if we stop at a green light or go at
a red light. But what about the yellow light? We pray, God, I've thought about it, and I've decided
to blank, Is it a yellow light? When yellow lights come along, we can feel discouraged. We can
take it as evidence that God. Is not there, and that he does not care.

We say, If God is there, he is obviously too busy talking to Russell M Nelson to have time to talk
to me. Why do we jump to that conclusion? President Dallin H oaks said:

“Our life's purpose to obtain experience and to develop faith would be frustrated if our Heavenly
Father enlightened us immediately on every question or directed us in every act.”

Think about how we as parents guide our children when they are young. We have to give them
a lot of direction. We help them choose what to eat, how to dress and how to schedule their
time. As they get older, we back off and stop dictating everything, not because we do not love
them, but because they are growing up. It's not a bad sign that we are less involved. It's a good
sign when we get a yellow light, instead of seeing God's silence as evidence of his apathy and
distance, | try to see it as evidence of his trust. When we get a yellow light, | try to imagine God
saying, Brad, | trust you. You have made good decisions before, and | know you can do it again.

Elder Richard G Scott said: “when we explain a problem and propose a solution to Heavenly
Father, sometimes he answers yes, sometimes no, often he withholds an answer, not of lack of
concern, but because He loves us perfectly. He wants us to apply the truths He has given us for
us to grow. We need to trust our ability to make correct decisions.”

Some of you know my good friend Johnbytheway. He got married later in life. | saw him go
through a lot of relationships before he finally met his wife, Kim. When they started dating, |
said, John, she is awesome. Don't mess this up. A little while later, he came to me and said,
Brad, | don't think | can marry her. | said, What's wrong? She's perfect for you. He said, But |
have not felt the Spirit confirm that it's the right decision. | asked, Have you felt that it is wrong?
Well, no, he said, but | have not felt that it's right. | said, John, you are at a yellow light. What do
you do when you're at a yellow light in traffic? He said, speed up and go on through. | said
exactly. Now, let's be clear, a yellow light means proceed with caution, but let's emphasize the
word proceed. If it is really wrong, God will let you know. Well, I'm happy to report that John
married Kim and has had many confirmations through the years that he did the right thing.



Elder John Groberg spoke at BYU once and told the students there; “because the Lord knows
we need growth. He generally does not point and say a clear direction, but if a decision is
wrong, he will let you know we will feel it for sure.”

| am positive about that. Rather than saying I'm not moving until | have this burning in my heart,
let us turn it around and say | will move unless | feel it is wrong.

| love these ideas given by Brad Wilcox on this topic, because it lines up perfectly with these
verses we're studying this week. It's not meat that God should command us in all things. He's
given us directions. He says to us, choose the right, do good, love your neighbor. If you're doing
those things, you can know you're on the correct path, and you can know that God is watching
over and protecting you because you're on that path.

| hope you will ponder this week on the spirit that you feel every day, the Spirit of God, like a
furnace is working.

Of this | testify in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.



