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Week 24

1 Samuel 8-16

This week we will be reading about two Kings both born from obscurity and placed on
the throne by God. I find both of these stories fascinating because | think we forget sometimes
how involved God is in our lives. And more specifically your life.

I'll give you a simple example of what happened just the other day. It is the start of a strange
summer that preceded a strange winter here in Utah. No one really knows this year when the
right time is to plant a garden or plant trees. In the midst of our busy schedules we have been
trying to find the time to plant both the garden and trees. It seemed like overnight now we are in
arush to get it all in. | had most of it ready except for one thing. A simple thing really, but an
important one. | needed some mulch. Didn't have to have it, but for this specific garden it would
be a huge help. | was scrambling the last few days to find someone that could deliver some to
me or at least someone close enough to go get a few loads. Everywhere | turned | was hitting a
brick wall and having no luck. As | was pondering this predicament a small voice prompted me
to pray. Recognizing the voice | immediately said in my heart; God, you made the earth, and all
things upon it. | am trying to beautify your creation in a small way where | can. | need some
mulch. Would you help me please?

| didn't give it much thought after that, just kept working and looking. It wasn't until | was
heading back for a second load of mulch down the street that it dawned on me that God had
heard and answered my prayer. Free mulch, more than we expected and given so generously
by the all powerful creator. | drove in silent gratitude for such a wondrous blessing. Such a
simple yet powerful miracle.

| share this story to illustrate to you that God is listening to your every thought. Anxious
to fulfill your every need. Patiently waiting to be allowed to be part of your life.

In the 2 stories of Israel's Kings we are reading about this week we see God's hand
working so perfectly in these 2 mens lives but also in the lives of the children of Israel. It is
essential that they have a good King. Their salvation depends on it. We can see that God is not
just sitting back and letting the chips fall where they may. He is active, He is involved, He is
present. You can see that all throughout David's life. You can also say that David's life was hard.
His family dynamic was a challenge. His physical stature was found wanting, But his faith...His
faith was huge. God sent him a Lion to prepare him, Then God sent him a bear to prepare him.
If that happened to us would we see it as a blessing or a challenge. | heard a saying the other
day that went like this:

There is a pattern that is lanced throughout all the lives of great men and women in the bible.
-When God wanted to make David a king, He didn't give him a crown, he gave him a Galioth.
-When God wanted to raise Joseph to the palace he didn't give him a shortcut. He gave him
prison.

-When God wanted to make Ester a Queen He didn't give her comfort He gave her a crisis.



-When God wanted to make Moses a leader He didn't give him a stage, He gave him a
wilderness.

A lot of times when you feel like God is breaking you, He is actually building you. What we need
to understand is that God doesn't give you what you expect in life, He gives you what you need,
to become everything He needs you to be to fulfill the calling on your life.

So perhaps as we look back on our own lives we can now see that God has not forsaken us or
left us to be burdened by the devil and the world, but God has been meticulously working good
for us and shaping us everyday of our lives to bring you to this point where your eyes may be
opened. Not to self boasting in our selves but to the recognition of His hand as the sculpture.

That... is the God that we believe in. That... is the message of the cross. That... is the purpose
of the resurrection. That we have a loving father, who teaches and trains, models and protects.
A loving father that forgives and restores. And isn't that great news? Yes, It's news worth
sharing.

There is a song released by Josiah Queen called “Make Heaven Crowded” In his opening lines
the lyrics says this:

I heard an atheist say

No one really believes

'Cause if it was good news
They'd tell everyone they see

I'm done being afraid to speak of the Name
Of the One that has saved my soul

No, I'm not ashamed, I'll follow the way
Far past my comfort zone

This song puts in perspective the reality of the Cross of Jesus Christ. That if we truly believe in
this Jesus Christ as the Son of God, Creator of Heaven and Earth. Who was crucified and arose
again the 3rd day to seal our Salvation to Him. If we truly believed and understood the
importance of this truth we couldn't help but share it with everyone we meet.

And I'm sure we have all had moments in our lives when we have felt that burning, that drive
that pushes us to open our mouths and share the good news of the gospel, only to have it fade
and tuck back in the cave or security only to appear later again perhaps just for another few
seconds.

And | think, | think | might have an inkling as to why this happens. It has to do with the
magnification of self. The need for comfort and safety that human nature drives us to protect.



The great Alistair Begg, an evangelical preacher back in 2019 gave a sermon and beautifully
illustrated this message. | am paraphrasing when he says:

Without the preaching of the cross, meaning preaching the cross to our selves all day and
everyday we will very very quickly revert to faith plus works as the ground of our salvation.

He asked: If you were to die today and you were to go to heaven what would you say?

If you and | answer that in the first person we have immediately gone wrong. Because |,
because | believed, because | had faith, because | am this, because | am that.

Loved ones, the only proper answer is in the 3rd person; Because HE. Because He.

Think about the thief on the cross showing up to the gates of Heaven. | can't wait to find that
fellow one day and ask him; how did that shake out for you? Because you were cursing the guy
out with your friend, you have never been in a bible study, you never got baptised, you didn't
know a thing about church membership, and yet...you made it. How did you make it? That is
what the angel must have said. Can you imagine this guy walking up to the angle at the gates of
heaven and they ask him.

“What are you doing here? Well, | don't know. What do you mean you don't know. Well,
because | don't know. Uhhhh, Let me get my supervisor please wait right there. He goes and
gets his supervisor and they say. We have a few questions for you.

Are you clean on the doctrine of justification by faith? The guys said, | never heard of it in my
life.

And what about scripture, are you familiar with the doctrine of scriptures? The guy is just staring
at them.

And eventually in frustration the angle asks him. On what basis are you here?

And he answers: Because the Man on the middle cross said | could come.

That is the only answer. The only answer. And If i dont preach the gospel to myself everyday, all
day, then | will find myself beginning to trust myself, trust my experience. Which is part of our
fallenness as humans. If | take my eyes off the cross, then | can give only lip service to its
efficiency, while at the same time living as if my salvation depends upon me. And as soon as
you go there it will lead to abject despair or a horrible kind of arrogance. And it is only the cross
of Christ that deals both with the dreadful depths of despair and the pretentious arrogance of the
pride of man that says | can figure this out and I'm doing wonderfully well, NO, no... Itis
because the sinless Saviour died, my sinful soul is counted free. For God the justice satisfied to
look on Him and pardon me.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xk9wgJBoEd8



This pride is what dethroned these 2 great kings and it will also be the cause of our destruction
if we can't keep our eyes welded to the Saviour of the world, constantly seeking Him, Endlessly
giving thanks to Him. Humbly recognising Him as the source of our salvation.

That we might fill joy on the only true path, | pray. In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.



