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Doctrine and Covenants 60-63

The world we live in is changing at a very fast pace. And with that we find that the church
is changing. How we view ourselves in the church, our roles, and also how we view the
leadership in the church.

A quick warning; This episode may offend you if you believe in the traditional church and how
things used to be done. But | hope that you will listen with an open heart and mind. Because the
way things “used to be done” will not save you.

In the opening verses of the revelation giving to the Prophet Joseph Smith to Elders of the
church God said:

“2 But with some I am not well pleased, for they will not open their mouths, but they
hide the talent which I have given unto them, because of the fear of man. Wo unto
such, for mine anger is kindled against them.”

This particular verse was meant for the Elders that were preaching the gospel as missionaries
and refusing to open their mouths to teach the word of God. But if that was the case then this
verse would not have been included in this collection of revelations written for our day. It was to
those then and also to us now that we are to use the gifts, the talents that God has given to us
and to fear God more than we fear man.

What | mean by this is and what | believe God means by this is that no matter what
circumstance you find yourself in, when God speaks to your soul as revelation you are to
respond immediately. You can see in the text that | have underlined the words “as revelation”.
The youth are understanding this concept more than the adults are in the church.

We just had a ward conference today and | must admit that | was very much impressed with the
youth in our ward and at the same time disappointed in the leadership of the Stake.

After the sacrament meeting they had a combined youth “question and answer” session with the
stake President. Why an unprepared stake president would put himself in a situation like this is
beyond me.

Here are some examples of the questions that the youth were asking:
1- When exercising your priesthood keys that you hold as a stake president, how do you use
those keys with members of your stake and know for sure that you are doing God’s will?
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Isn't that a fantastic question? This is what the youth are thinking about in the confusing and
informative world. Here is this Old guy preaching and teaching them about God and His gospel
and this is what they want to know. When are you speaking as a mouthpiece for God and when
are you just speaking from your own opinion?

Do you want to know what the Stake president's answer was? The only thing he said was: We
do our best... That's it. We do our best. What a copout for an answer to the rising generation of
the church.

Another youth asked him: When we are listening to Prophets and Apostles speak, how do we
know that they are speaking the words of God or just giving their opinion?

When | heard this my thought was: If the youth are asking this, that means there must have
been something said over the pulpit that they didn't agree with or understand. Something that
they might be wrestling with and trying to reconcile their belief system.

This question is profound and we will come back to this after | tell you what the stake president's
response was: To all the youth of this ward he said: If it is said in General conference then it is
fact and we must follow it.

False, false, false.... See | told you, you might be offended. The revelations we are studying
this week says no where, in fact all of scripture never never never says: Whatever the prophet
or apostles and we can lump into their local leadership, whatever they say is from God.

This may be a good time to look at the scriptures and see what is actually said: The most
famous and most quoted scripture on this topic is Amos 3:7. This is a scripture mastery
scripture. If you remember say it with me:

“Surely the Lord Gop will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the
prophets.”

Great scripture. Now let's look at what it actually says. God is revealing his will, His plan to the
prophets. This does not say that every time the prophet opens his mouth he is speaking for
God.

This scripture may help to clarify: Deuteronomy 18:22

“When a prophet speaketh in the name of the Lorp, if the thing follow not, nor come
to pass, that is the thing which the Lorp hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken
it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him.”

Now, please do not misunderstand me. | am not saying that the Prophet is not inspired. Nor,

This is not what | am implying. | believe they are wonderful men, past, present and future. They
are inspired and | would not be here today without some of their words. What | am saying is that
just because someone with authority is speaking it does not mean they are speaking for God. |
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have had many experiences in my life that have taught me this. Through some very painful
situations | have come to understand that when God is speaking through someone in authority,
God has given us the ability to discern or to know for sure if this person is speaking as God's
mouthpiece, as revelation or on the basis of their own opinion. And | hope that will trigger
something inside of you that will say, Well, then doesn't that mean that | can pray about what |
am listening to right now, and know if this person is speaking from revelation or from opinion?
Yes, absolutely, definitely, please please do it. And continue with everything you hear.

Because only one thing is for certain, and that is just a few verses down in section 60 that we
are reading. In verse 7 God says: “For I am able to make you holy, and your sins are
forgiven you.”

That is what | know. No man is able to do this. Only God has the authority to make you holy
and forgive your sins. That is strictly His work and His glory. And something that He gives to no
man!

So what does this all mean? After | stirred up some uncomfortable emotions, I'm sure. Let me
just say one last thing on this topic then we will look at something truly amazing in the next
section. The way | have come to view the leadership in the church is like a compass. See, we
are all at different places on the path, but we are all striving to go in the same direction, the right
direction and that is to God. Your leaders are meant to be pointers for you to look past to God.
They are meant to show you the way. To help you along the path. You may have a leader who
is viewing your journey from a different perspective, this may help you or it may hinder you. If he
or she is helping you...great, wonderful, continue forward. But if he or she is hindering you,
then | encourage you to brush it off and move forward towards God. Keep moving down that
path and you will find the leader that will boost you farther along. Ignore the ones that are
intentionally, or even sometimes deliberately trying to slow or stop your progression. And there
will be some. But the great thing about the church is there are many many leaders. If a bad one
is pointing in the wrong direction, look to all the good ones pointing in the right direction. But,
most importantly follow the voice of the Holy Spirit that will never lead you astray. He is the light
of Christ that is constant and ever diligent in keeping you on the straight and narrow path.

Now, | promised you something cool. One of my favorite verses in all of scripture is found in
Section 61, verse 36 it reads:

“And now, verily I say unto you, and what I say unto one I say unto all, be of good
cheer, little children; for I am in your midst, and I have not forsaken you;”

This is a very encouraging verse. But, when | ready it, | can't help but think of Jesus, hanging on
that brutal cross. How is it that God will not forsake me but He did forsake Jesus in His time of
need. Something that | learned just recently is that as Jesus hung there He was not forsaken. |
learned this from someone of the jewish faith they said, back in the olden days, in the day of
Jesus. They didn't have chapters or verses of scripture. If you wanted to reference a particular
part, in this case, one of the Psalms you would simply recite the first line and everyone around
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you would know what you were referring to. So as Jesus was hanging on the cross, and he said
“My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” He was doing two things, the first and
most important is that He was fulling prophecy and second he was directing all around them to
recite and remember the 22 psalm, Do to the lack of time | will close with a shortened version of
this Psalm:

“1 My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art thou so far from helping
me, and from the words of my roaring?

2 O my God, I cry in the daytime, but thou hearest not; and in the night season, and
am not silent.

3 But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel.
4 Our fathers trusted in thee: they trusted, and thou didst deliver them.

5 They cried unto thee, and were delivered: they trusted in thee, and were not
confounded.

thou art my God from my mother’s belly.
19 But be not thou far from me, O Lorp: O my strength, haste thee to help me.

22 I will declare thy name unto my brethren: in the midst of the congregation will I
praise thee.

23 Ye that fear the Lorp, praise him; all ye the seed of Jacob, glorify him; and fear
him, all ye the seed of Israel.

24 For he hath not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; neither hath he
hid his face from him; but when he cried unto him, he heard.

25 My praise shall be of thee in the great congregation:

27 All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the Lorp: and all the
kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee.

28 For the kingdom is the Lorp’s: and he is the governor among the nations.

31 They shall come, and shall declare his righteousness unto a people that shall be
born, that he hath done this.”
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In the sacred name of Him who came to save, even Jesus Christ. Amen.



