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Week 28

D&C 76

What a fantastic revelation to study this week. What depth of expansive knowledge that
we are so blessed to have. As | read section 76 this week there was a question that kept
coming to my mind over and over again. It may sound like an odd question to you, but it has its
place in self reflection.

“Why does Joseph Smith seem to receive revelation so easily and clearly, when |
struggle sometimes just to get God to give me a yes or no answer? What | mean by that is: We
have a whole book of revelations given to Joseph Smith, detailed instruction, enlightening
knowledge of the universe and the Eternal realm, and some of us might barely be able to write a
few sentences in our journal of the communications we have had from God. Why is that?

There are some verses in this section that leads me to believe that the amount or the quality of
what | am receiving is not what God intended.

Listen to what it says is verses 5-10

“5 For thus saith the Lord—I, the Lord, am merciful and gracious unto those who fear
me, and delight to honor those who serve me in righteousness and in truth unto the
end.

6 Great shall be their reward and eternal shall be their glory.

7 And to them will I reveal all mysteries, yea, all the hidden mysteries of my kingdom
from days of old, and for ages to come, will I make known unto them the good
pleasure of my will concerning all things pertaining to my kingdom.

8 Yea, even the wonders of eternity shall they know, and things to come will I show
them, even the things of many generations.

9 And their wisdom shall be great, and their understanding reach to heaven; and
before them the wisdom of the wise shall perish, and the understanding of the prudent
shall come to naught.

10 For by my Spirit will I enlighten them, and by my power will I make known unto
them the secrets of my will—yea, even those things which eye has not seen, nor ear
heard, nor yet entered into the heart of man.”

Here we have 5 entire verses telling us in several different ways that those who fear God and
serve him in righteousness and truth, will receive marvelous revelations and knowledge from
God, even God’s secrets.

So, If we have not received these things: those revelations that God has told us He will so
mercifully give, why have we not received them then?
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That is what | would like to discuss with you today. And let me start off by saying: You receive
more than you think you do. | think that if “the Lord touched the eyes of our understandings

and they were opened, and the glory of the Lord shone round about.” (D&C 76:19)
We would recognize more fully the hand of God in our lives. The communications of God to our
spirits.

This is a deep topic that we have discussed at length over the years on how to recognize the
feelings and promptings of the Holy Spirit, but today | want to address something that may be
blocking our ability to receive all God has for us to receive.

And that is our belief in: who He is and who we are.
John Eldridge, in his book Moving Mountains relates this story:

“A man | counseled years ago described his childhood with such a stark image that it stayed
with me like a metaphor.

His father was a very successful man. He left for work before the boy woke up in the morning
and returned home just in time for dinner. After their rather efficient meal, his father would
disappear behind a closed door into his home office working there late into the night. This was
his daily routine. The boy longing for his father's affection would sit in the hallway outside his
father's office writing little notes to his father and pushing them under the crack in the door. |
always hoped just one time, just once he would pass a note back under the door to me, but he
never did.

A heartbreaking story, and an even more heartbreaking metaphor.

But this is how many people conceive their relationship with God. A busy man they hate to
bother. Whose affection they long for. Passing their prayers under His door, hoping for just a
word in return.”

| think most of us pray in this mindset. As an orphan crying for mercy, a beggar hoping for a
morsel of bread as the king passes by. Pay attention to how you pray. What words you use. If
you were to step outside the prayer and observe yourself, how would you see yourself as you
pray?

This, | believe, is a huge blockage that keeps us from receiving answers from God. Remember
what God said in this revelation in verse 5:

“I, the Lord, am merciful and gracious unto those who fear me, and delight to honor
those who serve me in righteousness and in truth”

The key word is truth. The truth about who God is and who we are to God!!

Our God, our Father, is the creator of everything we love and so much more. He is the creator
of things we can not even comprehend.
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The sun for instance. The very creation that gives us life on this Earth. It causes the trees to
grow and the grass to burst forth. The leaves and gardens exploding with beauty. None of this
is possible without the nourishing power of the sun. Its size and magnitude causes all to
wonder at how such a powerful force was created. A million times larger than the earth,
Inconceivable amounts of energy are created in its core. A single solar flare releases more
energy than 10 million volcanoes. And He has created over 4 hundred billion billion galaxies just
like ours. If you started to count to this number from the day you were born, you would not be
able to reach that number in your lifetime. Meanwhile God is providing energy for those suns at
every moment.

This is important to remember that our God that we are praying to is more powerful than
anything we can imagine and is powerful enough for whatever | am praying for.

JB Phillips nailed the predicament for so many Christians. “Your God is too small”

This is who you are praying to. Think of all the things you love and cherish in this world and
then remember that this is the God you are praying to. The very being that created fields and
flowers, Sunrises, and Sunsets, Waterfalls and forests, puppies and kittens. Your God is
immensely powerful and generous, He is kind and loving.

Jeremiah 27 verse 5 God says: “5 I have made the earth, the man and the beast that are
upon the ground, by my great power and by my outstretched arm, and have given it
unto whom it seemed meet unto me.”

Power is not an issue with God. His resources are unlimited.

This is the very point that Jesus was trying to make when he fed the 5000 with a few loaves and
fishes. Or when it raises Lazareth from the dead. God can quite literally do anything.

We sometimes get stuck in this idea or image that we are praying to the “Sky God”. An
unfamiliar being, somewhere way up there, somewhere in the universe who may or may not be
listening. But this is not the case.

Acts 17 verse 28 says:
“28 For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own
poets have said, For we are also his offspring.”

We are His sons and daughters. We are His children, His babies. And He loves us as such. Do
you understand what that means? We are His Heirs to His Kingdom. Princesses and Princes.
His children. And He gave everything He has for us. He sacrificed His first born Son for us.
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Romans 5 puts it this way:

“7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man
some would even dare to die.

8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us.”

As John Eldridge so wonderfully put it. “l am praying to the one that gave His life for me.”

Does this knowledge, this mindset change the way we approach the throne of Grace? Would
speak to God differently, understanding who He is and who we are to Him?

| hope so. | hope it flips your world and the heavens are opened wide to you as you pray with
boldness, with faith, and with loving awe and gratitude to a God who gave it all for you.

In the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.
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