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2 Kings 16-25

I hope you are starting to recognize a pattern in all these accounts of the Kings of Israel.
If they have a good king, then the people turn to God and are a righteous and blessed and
protected nation. But when they have a bad king they turn away from God and follow idolatry
and become ripe for destruction. Because the timelines are so short it feels like this constant
wave of good and evil swirling in and out with their leadership. In the chapters we are studying
this week 2 Kings are registering on the good king scale, Hezekiah and Josiah. The rest are idle
worshiping torpedoes that grenade the prosperity of these people.

| use the word prosperity on purpose. Because along with their kings we see their way of life
change. We also see this pattern in other books of scripture like the book of Mormon. It seems
for the most part that when the people as a whole are looking to God and striving to keep His
law, they have peace in the land, And if there are wars they are protected by God’s hand. But
one other pattern that is often overlooked is the prosperity of the people. But this is a very
controversial topic in the church.

And It seems like every time | talk about it | get a ton of emails from people who are upset that |
would even mention the word “Prosperity”. Like it is some sort of stigma. It seems that this word
has been poisoned but much of the Christian world as “money chasing pastors” have
manipulated and twisted the gospel to benefit themselves temporally.

But the more | read and study the word of God one truth about the promises of God is repeated
over and over again. And nowhere is the false doctrine that God's people need to be poor is
evident in His written word. So. If you are a believer that God wants you to live in poverty and
not be able to provide for your family then | invite you to turn off this podcast right now. Because
I intend to prove the opposite today with the word of God and how our all-powerful King, the
master of our souls, is a gracious and a giving Creator.

The transcript for this episode is on our website CFMpodcast.org. | am going to share a lot of
scriptures and my hope is that you'll print off the transcript and study these scriptures this week
because we find evidence all over the word of God that he wants His people to be Prosperous.
And we will start with this spring board scripture: Deuteronomy 8:18

“18 But thou shalt remember the Lorp thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to
get wealth, that he may establish his covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is
this day. ”

Our audience for this podcast is very diverse. Each one of your situations is different and
unique to you. And we have listeners from all over the world. So, in the principle we are going to
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discuss today we are going to stick to the doctrine. Prosperity could mean different things
depending on where you live. And how you were raised. | hope for a few minutes you can put
those beliefs and traditions aside and look at prosperity the way God sees it. Because the
amount that He talks about it in scripture gives us a pretty clear picture on how God views this. |
just want you to not cloudy up the image God has painted with our own perspective and natural
man's eyes.

First off, let's clear up the concept. What is Money? Money is a tool, wealth, prosperity, it is all
a tool used to do good and evil. My parents taught me from a young age that good people do
good things with money and bad people do bad things with money. So | always had the thought
in my head: “So, how do | know if you are good or bad unless you have money?”

In that sense it is a magnifier. Jesus himself taught in the sermon on the mount:

“For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. ” (Matthew 6:21)

and just 3 verses later He said:

“24 4] No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other;
or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and
mammon.” (Matthew 6:24)

Notice that Jesus did not say that you cannot serve both God and the Devil. He said you can't
serve God and mammon. Mammon is not money, it is the spirit that tries to attach itself to
money. It is the course that we look to for protection and safety. Jesus is saying that we can not
look to God and worship Him while trusting in ourselves, our money and our substance for
safety and protection. That is by definition a faithless act. We need to pick one. Either God is
our God, our King, Master, and ruler in our lives or the world and all its lusts fill that role. Both
are not an option.

This visual explains why Jesus gave the parable in Matthew 19 verses 23-24 when He was
teaching His disciples and he said:

“Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven.
24 And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle,
than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.”

The rich man is not going to heaven because he is trusting in himself and his wealth to get him to
heaven. Which also explains the common phrase that some people live by, and misquote literally
every day of their lives. They say: money is the root of all evil. | find it fascinating how the
adversary has twisted this one sentence to benefit him in so many ways: the real scripture is
found in 1 Timothy 6:10 which says and | quote:

“For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have
erred from the faith.”
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See, the truth is that the devil is not afraid of a praying church, he is afraid of a well funded one.

Here are some examples: In Acts 4 we see that the people of God were of one heart and of one
soul, and no one claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but they shared everything
they had. With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus,
and God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them that there were no needy persons among
them. Their revival was not just a service, but a system, Not just a fire on the altar but a
stewardship in the community.

-Quotes from Kap Chatfields book “the power to prosper” page 7
Another example that we see is the city of Enoch.

But here is the kicker for me: our faithful father Abraham was given a promise from God. A
promise that was passed down from him to all his prosperity. Do you know what that is?

All throughout his story, Abraham would covenant with God to serve and worship Him. And in turn
God would promise Abraham these specific blessings:

You shall lend and not borrow. (Deut 28:12)

Your barns will be filled with plenty. (Proverbs 3:10)

Wealth and riches will be in your house. (Ps 112:3)

You will eat the fruit of your labor: blessings and prosperity will be yours. (PS 128:2 NIV)
He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich. (2 Cor 8:9)

Kap Chatfield explains it this way:

“Most Christians believe that God wants to save their souls. Some believe He wants to heal their
bodies, but few believe deep down that God actually wants to prosper them. Lets go straight to the
foundation Dueteromoney 8:18 “You shall remember the Lord your God, for it is He who gives you
power to get wealth, that He may establish His covenant." Notice this scripture doesn't say God
gives you wealth to test your character, tempt your pride, or even see how much you can give
away. It says plainly, He does this so that He might establish His covenant.

Let that sink in. Wealth is not just a blessing but a covenantal assignment.

God's covenant with Abraham included Land, descendants, and generational wealth. And
Galatians 3 makes it clear: “If you are Christ’s, then this means the covenant God made with
Abraham is your inheritance spiritually, metaphorically, and materially.”

(page 40: the Power to Prosper by Kap Chatfield)

See, the fact of the matter is that some believe that it is their calling to be poor. That somehow
being a beggar keeps them humble. But how does this advance God’s kingdom? How are we to
give to the needy, feed the hungry and help those in need when we have so little to give? Jacob
devolved a whole chapter in the book of Mormon to this topic: Stating plainly that:



“And after ye have obtained a hope in Christ ye shall obtain riches, if ye seek them; and
ye will seek them for the intent to do good—to clothe the naked, and to feed the hungry,
and to liberate the captive, and administer relief to the sick and the afflicted.”

(Jacob 2:19)

| think some relate too much to the widow's mite. They believe that if they have so little then they
are only required to give a little. And the truth is that that is correct. If you don't make much it is
easy to write a small tithing check. To give a little to someone in need.

But what would you do if God gave you a lot and now you have to write the largest check that you
have ever written? At that moment your faith is questioned: It is natural to ask do | have to give
that much? That is a lot, the church doesn't need my money... Do you see what the adversary
does there? At the moment God blesses you with abundance the adversary will make you believe
that it was you that acquired that wealth. Most of us say in our hearts that we would love the
opportunity to face that opposition. Give me that trial we cry out to the heavens. Tempt me
please!!

Well, here is the rub. He already has. Look at what God has so graciously blessed you with.
Literary look around you. Has God not provided for your needs? Do you have more now than you
have ever had? And this is the hard question to swallow... And have you thanked God sincerely
for His generosity? Are you truly grateful for what He has done for you in your life? Or are you
waiting until He gives you more to do that?

Do you see the problem? The blockage of covenant that we put in our own path? Our God,
Yahweh, is a God of abundance, and prosperity. And He wants to give you so much. Remember
what He said in Malachi 3:10:

“prove me now herewith, saith the Lorp of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.”

Does that sound like a God that wants you to stay broke?

Let me try and explain it this way. God would like you to be a river and not a lake. A lake takes in
water and keeps it. | used to live next to Utah lake. It was an inlet where water flows into it, but it
doesn't have any outlet. Water goes in and it stays there. And it is literally one of the dirtiest lakes
in Utah. A river on the other hand doesn't hold onto water, it flows through and this process keeps
the water clean and pure. Be a river! God will not bless you as much if you are the end user.
Instead be a vessel that God can use you to pour out His blessings through you to His Children in
need. By changing this one small mindset it will open a world of covenant blessing in your life. And
don't wait until you have more, do it now. What can you give now? It could be time, money,
resources, knowledge. Thank God for all that He has blessed you with and ask Him what parts of
your life He would like you to share. Keep your part of the Covenant and watch Him open the
windows of Heaven for you.
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