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Starting in verse 33 it's known as the oath and covenant of the priesthood. It begins with
a very in depth statement for whoso is faithful unto the attaining of these two priesthoods of
which | have spoken and the magnifying of their calling. Are sanctified by the Spirit unto the
renewing of their bodies. Magnification and sanctification are two words that jump out at me in
this verse, and the specific order | believe is important as we magnify our callings in the
priesthood, we have the ability to become sanctified in that same priesthood. But the priesthood
is kind of a difficult concept to understand. If you recall, in the allegory of the tree of life, there
are two kinds of people that held to the iron rod. Some would cling to the iron rod, and others
would hold fast to the iron rod. Those that clung ended up falling away or became ashamed
when those in the great and spacious building mocked them, but those who held fast, those are
the ones who came and fell down and partook of the fruit of the tree of life. Now these two
words are very different. If you look up the etymology of the word cling, it means to adhere, to
stick to even in English, it kind of tends to be not very permanent, but to hold fast means,
literally, to hold fast to a principle or something to which something may be firmly secured.
Renders one definition. This principle is vital to understand, because inside the priesthood, we
have the culture or traditions of the priesthood, and then we have the doctrine of the priesthood.
Sometimes when not understanding the doctrine, we tend to fall back onto traditions or culture
when exercising our priesthood authority. Now what do | mean by that? I'll share an example.
When | was on my mission, there was a lady who would come to church, faithful member of the
church. When she came into the chapel, she would make sure she was sitting next to a
priesthood holder. Now, the reason for this was because she believed that in order for the
sacrament to have effect in her life, it had to be passed to her by someone holding the
priesthood. Now it seems kind of silly, but how many times do we look to tradition and think it's
the true gospel of the priesthood? The Sacrament does not become less effective because
someone not holding the priesthood, passes you the sacrament tray. Most of us believe this, but
do we act according to other traditions, such as, you must wear a white shirt and tie when
officiating in the ordinances of the priesthood? This is not scripturally based. Nowhere in the
Scriptures does it say that in order to exercise the priesthood faithfully, to give a blessing, to
pass the sacrament, or any of those things, you have to wear a white shirt and tie. This is a
culture. This is a tradition inside the church. Also specific words said in the blessing. Now there
are priesthood ordinances that do require specific words to be said in the ordinance,
but a priesthood blessing
does not require any specific words. A good way to understand this difference is you look at the
program we all grew up with when we were younger, the program of home teaching and visiting
teaching. This is an example of culture and tradition inside the church. One would be assigned
to visit certain members of their ward monthly,
and then to report on this.
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The whole structure of visiting and home teaching defines the culture and tradition. And yet this
all changed not too long ago to the program of ministering. This is a wonderful example of the
gospel and the principles of caring for one another. The program of ministering is gospel
centered, the program of home and visiting teaching is culture centered. So how do we come to
truly understand our role in the priesthood and how it affects our lives? Elder Bednar had a
meeting with all the stake presidents and bishops in this area not too long ago. He asked the
brother. In what kept them up at night, he asked them to raise their hands if they ever prayed for
an answer for a member of their stake or Ward, or if they had fasted for an answer for a member
of their ward. Or he said, raise your hand if you ever went to the temple in an attempt to get an
answer for a member of your ward.

Then he said this,

if you raised your hands to any of these questions, you are doing it totally wrong. The definition
of the priesthood is to act in God's name. What did Christ do

his life was full of love

and service and empathy, and yet we sit in our stiff white shirts judging people and thinking we
are fulfilling our priesthood duties. The role of a bishop and a stake president is to teach the
members of their ward or stake how to follow Christ, not to be a ruler sitting in a throne dictating
whether someone's actions are right or wrong. The role or calling of a bishop or a stake
president is to lead, and that means teaching the role of a priesthood holder when ministering or
performing any priesthood ordinance is to teach and to lead. If someone is constantly asking for
a priesthood blessing, that is a sign that they do not know how to receive personal revelation for
themselves. If you recall, during Christ's ministry, the blessings He gave were for healing, not for
direction. He gave counsel, he taught openly. Everywhere he went, he was an example of love
and empathy and forgiveness. And yet sometimes, as priesthood holders, we go into a home
we act in God's name, but yet we don't actually do what God wants us to do. In that same
meeting with elder Bednar, he asked bishops and stake presidents, why are you here? Most of
them responded with something like, because I'm a disciple of Christ, or because we follow the
oath and the covenant of the priesthood. Elder Bednar paused, and in a much firmer voice, he
asked again, brethren, why are you here?

One bishop said,

after | got home from my mission, and about a year into my marriage, | fell subject to alcohol, |
became inactive and lost my way, and | was saved by Jesus's hand in my life. Then the next
Bishop stood with a similar story, but a different addiction, and then another,

and then another,

and then another. With the story of a devastating trial, about 12 to 15 men stood and shared
these heart wrenching trials and challenges. Then elder Bednar asked, so what have we
learned? Brethren and this good brother raised his hand and stood up,

and this is what he said,

There is one Savior

and there is one gate,

but there are many paths that lead back to God, and all these paths are different. Every one of
them is unique to each person. We have to stop judging the person's path and start loving the
person Alma the Younger and the sons of Mosiah Paul. They all had very different paths, and
they were all some of the greatest missionaries. Stop judging the path and start loving the



person. This is what the Savior did. This was the example that he set for every one of us. Just
because your path is different from mine doesn't mean your or my path is wrong, it just means
we learn things differently. Elder Uchtdorf said it this way, our individual experiences of service
in the priesthood may all be quite different. We are bearers of the holy priesthood after the order
of the Son of God. Each of us had hands laid upon our head, and we received the priesthood of
God. We have been given authority and responsibility to act in his name as His servants on
Earth, whether in a large ward or a small branch, we are called upon to serve, to bless and. Act
in all things for the good of everyone and everything entrusted to our care. Could there be
anything more exhilarating? Let us understand, appreciate and feel the joy of service in the
priesthood. Our all powerful Heavenly Father has entrusted priesthood authority to us, mortal
beings who, by definition, are flawed and imperfect. He grants to us the authority to act in his
name for the salvation of his children. By this great power we are authorized to preach the
gospel, administer the ordinances of salvation, help build the kihgdom of God on earth and
bless and serve our families and our fellow men. So acting in God's name, in using his authority,
in exercising his priesthood,

may we do what he would do,

say what he would say,

love as He would love,

forgive as he forgave. That brothers and sisters, is the oath and the covenant of the priesthood
that is his gospel

and that's his truth.

Stop judging the path and start loving the person, and then you will see his priesthood power
exercised all around you. Of this, | testify in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.



